
 
Write Time: A Project by Sarah Davis 

 
I. Narrative 
 
Statement of Need: 

The program Write Time is a monthly writing club to encourage elementary age (3rd-6th 
grade) children to write and to share their stories. The population served at the Martin Regional 
Library in east Tulsa includes many children who come from minority, marginalized, and/or 
struggling communities.  Their stories and experiences are not always represented in the books 
on the shelves.  Also, many children who spend their after-school time in the library are looking 
for a creative outlet other than being bored or playing an online game (Mattison 2016)). A writing 
club will encourage children to tell their own stories (Woodson 1998) while also learning skills 
that will help them in the classroom and in life. 

I was inspired to create this program while hearing Jamie LaRue of the ALA speak at the 
Tulsa City-County Library 2016 Staff Development Day.  In his talk, he spoke of the need to 
encourage diverse young voices to write.  The words, “writing club,” sprung to my mind and I 
started taking notes on my phone about ideas for such a program.  After recording these initial 
ideas, I searched for information to support Write Time.  I discovered many useful resources for 
my bibliography, including ideas from ALA’s Programming Librarian website, NaNoWriMo 
(National Novel Writing Month) Young Writer’s Program resources for Educators, and many 
books especially for helping kids with creativing writing.  I also spoke with my supervisor about 
the viability of starting such a program and received her approval to begin the program in 2017.  
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Project Design:  

The objective of this program is to start a monthly writing club for upper elementary age 
children.  I would like to partner with a school media specialist at a local school as a way to 
recruit children interested in writing for the club.  Meetings will be held at Martin Regional Library 
on a regular monthly schedule (to be determined after speaking with the school media 
specialist), except for the busy summer months.  I will provide pens, notebooks, and paper.  I 
will lead each session with the following structure:  
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● “Ice breaker” activity with Story Cubes 
● Discuss the week’s topic 
● Free writing time 
● Reading aloud from writing if children are interested in sharing 

Each month will have a specific focus. The early meeting topics will be about basics in 
writing and storytelling.  If the club is successful with children returning for club meetings, the 
topics will become more complex.    Please see the tentative schedule of topics below:  

February 2017: Write Time Introduction 
March 2017: Journaling 
April 2017: Silly Stories 
May 2017: Short Stories 
(Summer Break) 
September 2017: Comics/Graphic Novels 
October 2017:Nanowrimo activities  
November 2017: Nanowrimo activities  
December 2017: Editing 

I will evaluate the program based on repeat attendance and on interactions with children 
at each Write Time meeting.  Some questions I will consider include:  

● Are children returning?  
● Do children understand the activities?  
● Do children enjoy the activities? 
● What activities would they like to try in the future? 

Based on the responses of Write Time attendees, I will increase or decrease the difficulty level 
of topics. I will review responses with my supervisor and coworkers in order to problem-solve 
challenges that arise.  
 
Impact:  

Martin Regional (MR) Library’s children’s department currently offers a number of 
programs for children ages birth to sixth grade.  For staffing reasons, the older elementary age 
group has not had a regular program dedicated to them during the school year.  This writing 
club requires upfront work to recruit children to come to the club and some preparation time for 
each meeting, but most of the preparation will be completed in this program plan. 

One possible outcome is to help children create writing they can submit to the Tulsa 
City-County Library’s Young People’s Creative Writing Contest (for ages 10 and up).  This 
contest takes place in February-April, so 2018 will be the next season of eligibility for future 
participants in Write Time.  The late 2017 meetings would devote time to encouraging 
participation in that contest.  

I reviewed the Oklahoma education standards for English Arts and considered utilizing 
some of their goals and outcomes.  However, none of those standards related to creative 
writing.  While I hope that Write Time will help children succeed in school, I want this club to 
encourage creativity, not stifle it. 
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